
Palliative Care Research Network 
Forum 

“Presenting research to a lay audience”  
by Sasha Petrova, The Conversation, VIC 

1st March 2017 
5:00 – 6:00 pm, followed by networking drinks and nibbles 



PCRN Research Advisory Group 
Members Affiliation Main Area(s) of Expertise 

Dr Jennifer Weil St Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne Palliative Care - clinical and research 

Prof Jennifer Philip Department of Medicine, University of Melbourne 
St Vincent's Hospital Melbourne 
Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre (VCCC)  

Palliative Care - clinical and research 

Prof David Kissane Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, 
Monash University 

Psychiatry, Psycho-oncology and palliative care - clinical and 
research, human research ethics, mentorship 

A/Prof Moira O’Connor Curtin University Psychological and Psychosocial aspects of cancer and 
palliative care, Speech pathology, Qualitative and 
Quantitative Research, mentorship 

Dr Ann Dadich School of Business, Western University Sydney Health Service Management, human research ethics, 
mentorship 

Dr Deborah Lawson McCabe Centre for Law and Cancer, 
Cancer Council Victoria , and 
Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) 

End of Life Law and Policy 

Dr Robyn O’Halloran St Vincent's Hospital Melbourne Speech Pathology - clinical and research 

Ms Fiona Wiseman Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre Psychosocial Care, Social Work (oncology, palliative care) 

Mrs Voula Kallianis Caritas Christi Hospice Social Work - research, community support, mental health, 
working with complex families and individuals 

Ms Ronna Moore Eastern Palliative Care  Massage Therapy, Lymphoedema 

Tafireyi Marukutira Burnet Institute and Monash University Public Health Programs, HIV care 



Overview 
The PCRN is committed to establishing a small project grant funding 
scheme to support early career researchers in the field of cancer and 
palliative care research.  

PCRN Small Project Grants up to a value of $25,000 will be offered in 2017 
for projects of 12 months  duration.  

These grants aim to enhance and develop palliative care and cancer 
research capacity within Victoria by  providing:  

• seed funding for projects or funding for small/pilot projects
whose results can be utilised as the basis for future large 
funding applications to external granting bodies;  

• funding for researchers who have previously not been active
in research or who are at an early stage in their research
career;

• funding for research that will result in the submission of a
manuscript or manuscripts for publication;

• funding to support cross collaborative research and research
involving collaborations with partners. 

PCRN Small Project Grants Initiative
Applications are now OPEN 

Eligibility  
To be eligible to apply for a PCRN Small Project Grant: 

• The applicant must be a PCRN member;
• The majority of the research funded must be completed

within Victoria and;
• The applicant must be based at a Victorian organisation (co-

investigators and/or collaborators may work interstate or
internationally).

Guidelines & Information 
Please refer to the funding Guidelines, Instructions for Applicants and 
Application Form – available for download at:  
http://www.pcrnv.com.au/funding-opportunities/pcrn-project-grants 

How to Apply 
Please send an electronic copy of the completed application form to 
pcrnv@svha.org.au with the subject line “PCRN Small Project Grant 
Application”. 

Applications close: Friday, 14th April 2017 

http://www.pcrnv.com.au/funding-opportunities/pcrn-project-grants
mailto:pcrnv@svha.org.au


5:00 – 5:05 pm  Welcome and Introduction 
  Soula Ganiatsas, PCRN Program Manager 
 
5:05 – 5:25 pm  Presenting research to a lay audience    
  Ms Sasha Petrova, Assistant Editor (Health and Medicine), The Conversation 
5:25 – 5:35 pm Audience Q & A 
5:35 – 6:05 pm Writing and Pitching Workshop 
 
6:05 – 7:00 pm Networking Drinks and Nibbles 

Program 



March 2017 

Academic rigour, journalistic flair 

COMMUNICATING RESEARCH TO 
A LAY AUDIENCE 

Sasha Petrova 
Assistant Editor, Health + Medicine 
 
 



   
What is The Conversation? 





Bridge between academic 
community and the public 

Academic research The public 

THE CONVERSATION 



The Conversation 
• An online source of analysis (and news) 

written by academics for a lay audience. 
• Our aim is to help the public better 

understand current affairs and complex 
issues. 

• We provide the facts without the 
overdressing  

• We are credible – experts write our stories 
and fill out a disclosure statement 

 
 

 



How does The Conversation work?  

• Academics pitch story ideas 
• Editors commission story ideas 
• Editors work with academics to 

refine, edit, polish and make each 
story work in the news cycle 

• Stories are published under 
creative commons licence at  
http://theconversation.com/au  

https://theconversation.com/au


But what will The Conversation  
do for YOU?  



Writing for The Conversation 
• Established audience 
• Established social media reach 
• Republication by media across the 

world 
• Entrée into other media 
• Improve your writing skills 
• Assurance your message will not be 

misinterpreted  
• Exposure for your institution  

 



Audience 



Professional  
opportunities:   



• Australia: launched 
March 2011 
(founding TC) 
 

• UK: May 2013 
 

• Indonesia editor: 
joined June 2014 
 

• US: October 2014 
 
• Africa: April 2015 
 
• France: Sept 2015 

 
• More: coming soon 
 
 

A global knowledge network 





When should you pitch a story to 
us? 



WHY WE 
WOULD 
PUBLISH 

AN 
ARTICLE 

 



Timely, 
evidence-based 
analysis of issues 

making the 
news, such as 
new research  

 



Timeless, plain English ‘explainers’ of complex issues  



In-depth series or specials  







But how do I pitch/write? 



Main points 

1. Why should we/the public care? 
 

2. Say it straight! 
 

3. Avoid or explain jargon 



Tips for writing 
1. Use plain, conversational English which often includes 

ACTIVE rather than PASSIVE voice 
In active voice, the subject does the action, rather than 
the action being done by the subject 
Passive - The ball is hit by Anna     Active – Anna hits the ball  
Passive - patients’ experiences in palliative care were 
explored in a study conducted in 1994 
Active – A 1994 study explored patients’ experiences in 
palliative care 
2. Avoid jargon, or if necessary to use, offer explanations or 
examples 
Psychosocial becomes psychological and social 
Immunosuppressants have a long history with fungus 
Medications that suppress the immune system have a long 
history with fungus 



 
 

The question surrounding the continued use 
of industrial sites, given their vast pollution 

production, still remains. 
 

versus  
 

Industrial sites cause vast amounts of 
environmental pollution, so why do we still 

use them?  
 

Say it straight 



Why does the lead matter?  



The lead 

• Attention span of a gold fish (8 
seconds) 
 

• No more than 24 words 
 

• Simple, jargon free, easily digestible 



Inverted pyramid 

The end is the 
beginning 
 
We lead with 
the conclusion  





Found that low levels of vasopressin in the 
blood of children with autism corresponded 
with a lower Theory of Mind score.   

- Why should we care? 
- Say it straight 
- Avoid jargon 









Pitching via the website  



theconversation.com 
 
 

conversationEDU 
 

conversationEDU 
 

theconversation.com/au/newsletter 
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